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Risks and Opportunities

Gender and Technology



UNESCO Steering AI for Knowledge Societies – Gender Equality 2019

Propagating Gender Stereotypes

I’d blush if I could!
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Pornography 

Deep Fakes 
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Deep Fake Pornography

The State of Deepfakes: Landscape, Threats, and Impact, Henry Ajder, Giorgio Patrini, 
Francesco Cavalli, and Laurence Cullen, September 2019.
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10 individuals most frequently targeted – all women

The State of Deepfakes: Landscape, Threats, and Impact, Henry Ajder, Giorgio Patrini, 
Francesco Cavalli, and Laurence Cullen, September 2019.
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Gender Bias in Information Access
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Facial recognition works, if you're a white male!

Buolamwini, J., & Gebru, T. (2018). Gender Shades: Intersectional Accuracy Disparities in Commercial Gender Classification. Proceedings 

of Machine Learning Research: Conference on Fairness, Accountability, and Transparency (pp. 1-15). New York: Proceedings of 

Machine Learning Research.
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What is the culture of technology?
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Data sets teaching gender biases
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Human Rights and Ethics

Is Technology an autonomous force?



UNESCO Steering AI for Knowledge Societies – Gender Equality 2019

Human Rights and Ethics: Gay or Straight? 

Psychologist Michal Kosinski
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Ethics, Privacy?
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Can technology lead to gender equality?
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Genderless Voice 

AI and Gender Equality
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Thank you for your attention
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Access to Knowledge and Education

Gender Gap in Tech
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Male dominance in AI skills and workforce

Source: UNESCO publication “I'd blush if I could: Closing gender divides in digital skills through education”
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Gender Gap in Computer Programming Skills

Source: UNESCO publication “I'd blush if I could: Closing gender divides in digital skills through education”
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Flirting with voice assistants

Source: Dilbert Comics, 5 April 2019
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“I’d blush if I could”

Source: Adapted from Quartz, ‘Siri, Define Patriarchy’
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Ethics – how to treat voice assistants?

Source: Zits Comics, Jerry Scott and Jim Borgman, 17 March 2019


